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“Euthanasia: a mercy in the eyes of patients or a crime in the eyes of the
law?”

Researcher:

Oumaima Mohamed Hanin Ben Zaid

Euthanasia, also known as mercy killing, is a procedure in which the life of a person suffering from an incurable disease is
ended to alleviate their suffering. This topic raises wide controversy, with people divided between those who see it as an act
of compassion and humanity and those who consider it a crime that violates the law and ethics. For patients suffering from
terminal illnesses causing severe pain and unbearable suffering, euthanasia is considered an option that grants them relief, as
it allows them to end their suffering, preserve their dignity, and gives them the right to make decisions about their lives and
fate. On the other hand, from a legal perspective, euthanasia is considered a crime in many countries where the law protects
the right to life, considering it a sacred right that should not be violated. There are concerns about the potential misuse of this
right and pressures that may be exerted on patients to choose euthanasia. This contradicts medical ethics, which emphasize
not harming patients and providing necessary care. The debate on this topic continues, with differing viewpoints across
cultures and laws. In some countries, such as the Netherlands and Belgium, euthanasia has been legalized under strict
conditions, while most other countries still consider it illegal. Euthanasia remains a complex issue where humanitarian, legal,
and ethical aspects intertwine, with some viewing it as a compassionate act that ends patients' suffering, while others see it
as a crime against the sanctity of life and moral values.

Keywords: Mercy killing, Incurable disease, Suffering, Dignity , Legal perspective, Euthanasia.
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